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Pustic ADMINISTRATION. 


] The P aridarsak, of the Lith March, makes comments on the Pariparsar. 
: new Municipal Bill similar to those which Merch 1th, 186s. 
have been already noticed in paragraphs 19 
1 6 of our Reports, dated the 17th and 10th February 1883 respectively. 
e 9, The Purva Pratidhwani, of the 14th March, dwells on the desir- porvaPeattoswans, 
2 ability of changing the route of the proposed = *"eh 14h, 1888. 
The projected Chittagong Railway. railway line to Chittagong. It is pro- 
posed to take the line along the west side of 
the Government road. But that the line should take an easterly course will be 
evident from the following considerations:—Owing to the sterility of the part 
of the country lying on the east side of the road most of tie inhabited 
houses are on the west side, through which the line will pass. It will thus 
cross innumerable houses, tanks, and gardens, the owners of which must be 
compensated for the loss they will incur. The level of the part of the country: 
chosen for the route of the railway is again lower by about seven feet than 
that of the ground on the east side of the road. ‘his being the case, the 
level must be raised by several feet, which will entail a heavy expenditure 
onGovernment. Again, the proximity of the line to the Bay of Bengal is 
likely to subject it to those inundations which, within the last five or six 
years, have proved 80 disastrous to Chittagong. Aguin, the line crosses. the 
Fenny river at a point where the breadth of the river will make the con- 
struction of a bridge very costly. These considerations ought to lead 
Government to change the route of the proposed railway line. 
do. - The Burdwan Sanjwant, of the 16th March, remarks that the Boenwas Sansivamr, 


construction of the Eden Canal has caused Meh eb. 1888. 
The Eden Canal. great disadvantage to. the inhabitants of 
Amirpore and Chotepore, who petitioned the Collector of Burdwan for the 


construction of a bridge over the canal near their villages. The Collector 
has rejected the petition, and is not likely to write about the matter to 


Government. . 
4, The Hali Sahar Prakasika of the 17th March, protests against the Foti nee 


ee movement got up by members of the Anglo- march 17th, 1883. 
ate, Criminal Procedure Code Tndian community against the Criminal Pro- 


cedure Code Bill on grounds already noticed 
in previous numbers of the Weekly Report. 


0. The Sangbad Purnachandrodaya, of the 17th March, draws the  s,,css0 pews. 
Native boatmen. attention of the authorites to the oppression °4*>=004%4, 


which native boatmen suffer at the hands of “" 


the toll-officers of Government, and asks Government to make. such 
arrangements as may put a stop to the evil. 


6. The Prabhati, of the 17th March, asks Government to abolish the § Passmr. 
The Budget. export duty on rice. The arguments of the Ms 17» 166% 


. _ Finance Minister against the abolition of this 
duty apply with equal force in 


! in the case of import duties also, The writer 
regrets to notice that the license-tax has not been abolished. 


7. The Sulabha Samdchdr, of the 17th March, in an article headed Sv:pma Sauscuas, 
Lord Ripon, “The Fearless Lord Ripon,” praises His Excel- ™?7> '*** 


ae lency for his firm attitude towards the opposition 
against the Criminal Procedure Code Bill, and blames Mr. Rivers Thompson 


or “ timidity displayed in his protest against the proposed legislation. _ 
+ With reference to the “Opposition got up against the Criminal szsest Baxonv, 
te nina Posedure Code Amend: Procedure Code Amendment Bill, the Bharat Ms 17. 186". 


Bandhw, of the 17th March, remarks that by 
i lasted all the hopes condemning the Bill the Lieutenant-Governor 


. which the people had entertained about the 
Kelihood of His Honor’s conferring bensfita on this country, = 


The Municipal Bill. 
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9. The Barlabaha, of the 17th March, remarks that the absence 

: from the present scheme of self-government 

Ee ————— of permanent district boards for uniting 
and directing the local and ‘the; village boards is objectionable. Another 
argument in favour of the creation of district boards is that the joint local 


* 


boards, which the scheme’ contemplates establishing, must in future give 
birth to them. 


~10. ‘With ‘reference 40 the proposal to employ natives as engine. 
Motives ca enging-drivers, «drivers, the same paper remarks that, instead 
ee : of promoting the ordinary native khalasj to 
the office of engine-driver, it would be better to entertain probationers on 
small pay and afterwards to select drivers from among them. 


11. “With reference to the proposal to select Deputy Magistrates by 
7 | examination, the Sddhdranz, of the 18th March, 
Magistrates by remarks that ifa B.A. or an M.A. applies for 


a Deputy Magistrateship, then he ought to be 
admitted to the office without being compelled to pass any examination 


except in law, and that B.L.’s ought to be admitted on presenting their 
university certificates. Aga, the condition that a candidate for Deputy 


Selection of Deputy 
examination. 


Magistracy must be of good descent is objectionable, on the ground that 


such restrictions are against the. spirit of the civilised policy of the present 
Government. The effect.of such restrictions will be to excludé qualified 
men of inferior classes from Deputy Magistracies. 


12. The same paper prays Government 
for an elective Chairman for the Naihati 
Municipality. 


13 In a long article contributed to the same paper, the writer dwells 

* upon the imporfance of placing the relations 
ee banca between landlords and tenants in Bengal on 
a satisfactory footing, and makes a series of proposals for this purpose. 
Government should require the zemindars to furnish it with all their 


settlement and collection papers, require the ryots to take out copies 


of papers relating to their respective holdings, undertake surveys and 
classifications of lands, &c. : | ir 


14. The Dacca Prakas, of the 18th March, is sorry ‘to whtice that the 
The Jurisdiction Bill. - Hon’ble Mr. Kivers Thompson—devout 


Christian as he is reputedto be—has opposed 
Mr. Ilbert’s Amendment Bill. 


) His Honor’s views evince undue timidity, 
predominance of race-feeling, and partiality.. 


Naihati Municipality. 


15. The Sangbad Purnachandrodaya, of the 19th March, draws the 
iclis tis Valin attention of Government to increase in the 


number of dacoities which have become very 
common of late and observes that the law against dacoits should be 


made more stringent, and that further, the present administration, by showing 


sore mercy to old dacoits,is ina manner helping to create new bands of 
acoits. 


16. <A correspondent of ai Som Prakas, of the 19th March, remary 
OES that the fact of Khulna having been ma 
hange in distric ction. ae” ; : 
nee) Tet eee a separate district has resulted in serious 1n- 


should, for the convenience of their inhabitants, be included under the 


jurisdiction of sub-division Satkhira. The grounds of th d change 
are that the journey to Khuln pene OF ie. prop 


The writer prays to Lord Ripon that his petiti 
grievance removed. 


These localities — 


a is dangerous, expensive, and troublesome. 


on may be heard and the 
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| 17. ‘With reference to the speeches 
criminal Procedure Code Amend- Jorontiy delivered in the Indian Legislative 
ment Bill. Council on Mr. Ilbert’s Jurisdiction Poe en 
es the following observations:—It appears from the 
ya bes eel ae: the somiiva 6) members of the Council who opposed 
pel that they had five grounds to fall back upon. These ground are, 
yet national antipathy ; second, a distrust of natives as judges; third, pre- 
i nee in the mofussil of suborned testimony ; fourth, intimidating the 
Government and fifth, the rights of Europeans. That Huropeans cherish 
dislike of the native was manifest from the loud expressions of approval 
rhich oreeted the speech of Mr. Miller, a speech full of slanders against the 
cter. | 
wag en fear lest natives should bring false charges against them, 
and support such charges with the evidence of witnesses suborned for the 
urpose. They also fear that native judges will be unable to detect these 
fol tricks, and, as a consequence, the Europeans will suffer. These arguments 
are very curious. Natives being an inferior people can never hope to get the 
upperhand of their superiors by mere artifices. Practically it is the stronger 
who tyrannises over the weaker. The speakers who adduce such argu- 
ments as the above would have done well to bear in mind the proceedings 
of indigo-planters of Bengal. sd . 

Again, the argument that natives are unfit for trying European 
offenders is equally fallacious. The natives have already proved their 
fitness by their decisions in civil cases, in which Europeans often appear as 
parties. That the plea of right is unsound is evident from what Dr. Hunter 
has said on the subject. After quoting a portion of Dr. Hunter’s speech, 
the writer remarks that Mr. Rivers Thompson spoke like a quiet and 
inoffensive man. 


18. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 19th March, makes the follow- 


ei ae ing comments on the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
my minute on the Pubna case :—Mr. Thompson 

has convicted Azim of the three following offences, viz. that by protracted 
litigation he intended to defraud his creditors ; that he did not give over pos- 
session of his house to the rightful purchaser; and that he hindered the 
police officers from putting the rightful ownerin possession of the house. 
Of these charges, the first is wholly irrelevant to the question at issue. 

To tell the truth, Azim never committed such an offence. It is the 
Judge of Rajsahi who, by causing the whole estate of Azim to be sold ata 
nominal price, reduced Azim to poverty. But for his injustice Azim 
might have left in his hands sufficient funds after paying his. debts, 
and would thus have beenenabled to continue in easy circumstances for 
the rest of his life. The house of which the possession was contested was 
purchased at a public auction by two of Azim’s wives. Now, the J udge 


was hardly justified in putting up for sale a house already purchased 


by somebody else. At any rate, he ought to have waited for the 


decision of the suit which the wives of Azim had instituted with the 
ve of having their right to the house recognized by the court. 
t may be that the Judge regarded the above 


only, made with the object of defrauding the creditors. But then, 
when the nazir 


é reported that he expected opposition from the wives of 
— ie Judge, instead of having recourse to the assistance of the police, 


e ere proceeded under sections 334 and 835 of the Civil Procedure 


4 ut for this open violation of law on the part of the J udge, 
a attray would not have been guilty of murder. But this illegal act 
“4 ne Judge seems to have been entirely unnoticed by the Lieutenant- 
"ernor. Again, it is difficult to ascertain the amount of truth contained 
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in the deposition of Mr. Rattray. He deposed that armed men were present 
But it is curious that he could not arrest any one of them and hand him over 
to the police; nor could he produce in the court any one of the Weapons 
said to have been made use of by these men. He deposed that his followey, 
were pelted with brick-bats, but then he could not produce, in support of jj, 
statement, anv one among his followers who had been hurt by these 
brick-bats. But even believing that his statements were correct, nobody hy 


the most Christian Governor of Bengal would give him credit for }j, 
murder. : 


Again, troubles like those which took place at Dulai are among daily 
occurrences ; and legislators, with the view of preventing any catastrophe 
which may happen owing to the interference of police officers in such cases, 
have laid down provisions by which the offenders may be brought to justice, 
In fact, the legislators say that if anybody be found guilty of the 
offence which, according to the Lieutenant-Governor, Azim has committed, 
then the Judge should proceed against kim under sections 880 and 384 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code, that is to say, he should sentence him to thirty 
days’ imprisonment, and put the rightful purchaser in possession, Ip 
conclusion the writer remarks that for the offences committed by hin, 
Mr. Rattray would surely have been heavily punished by any Lieutenant. 
Governor who did not possess the weakness of Mr. Thompson. 


19. The Navabibhdkdr, of the 19th March, make the following comments 


is on Mr. Macaulay’s Local Self-Government 
aaa Bill :—The Editor asks whether or not the joint 
boards and district conferences in Mr. Macaulay’s scheme will wholly remove 


the want of district boards. The Editor answers the question in the negative, 
But the want of district boards may be removed to a large extent by intro- 
ducing little changes into the constitution of the boards mentioned above, 
and by lessening the power of Magistrates over Local Self-Government 
boards. Then the writer quotes the three principal arguments adduced 
by Mr. Macaulay against the creation of district boards, and endeavour 
to refute them at some length. The unsoundness of the second 
argument, viz. that creation of district boards will lead to a complication 
of the policy of self-government, division of responsibility, and unneces- 
sary waste of governing power, has already been shown in a_ previous issue 
of this paper. The third argument, namely, that which is based on the 
fact that Souaderie of divisions and sub-divisions are being constantly changed, 
has no force at all. If for administrative convenience any such change 
were effected, that would in no way interfere with the success of the new 
scheme. Again, Mr. Macaulay has said that in England, where there is 90 
much civilization, progress, education, public spirit and facilities of internal 
communication, it is only the other day that county boards were 
established. Now all this has no meaning. Because these boards wete 
established in England the other day, it does not follow that they are 
the out-come of the effort and trial of several centuries, for these boards 
might have been as well established two or three centuries before. There 
is, indeed, force in the first argument of Mr. Macaulay, viz. that the creation 
of district boards will have the effect of destroying the prestige of local 
boards. The writer admits the greater utility of district conferences in layi08 
the foundation of representative Government in the country than distncl 
boards. In fact, the Editor is not willing to press Mr. Macaulay for distnc 


boards, and remarks that he will be satisfied if the legislature will accep! 
the following proposals :— : 


The present law empowers district conferences to fix the amount of te 
road cess, and issue orders for the calling of meetings of joint boards. Now 
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ve these provisions regarding the duties of district conferences, 
elo be mele provisions to the following effect:— gag 


‘strict conferences should meet at least twice a year, or oftener 
. Q) oe) District conferences should judge of the proceedings of 
committees and local boards. The subordinate local committees 
ih ld send their half-yearly reports to district conferences, which in their turn 
thould express their opinion thereon. Matters, upon a decision of which the 
showand woe of the whole district depend, should be left tothe judgment of 
the district conference, and the lower boards should be compelled to act 
according to the procedure laid down by the conference. (3) With reference 
to the election of representatives, there should be provisions empowering the 
local boards to select, in case they are willing to do so, some able men who 
are residents of the sudder town of a district. (4) Sudder towns alone 
should be selected as places for the meetings of the conference ; but when 
necessary the conference may hold its sittings in other towns also. (5) 
There is no provision in the Bill by which the local boards belonging to 
two different districts might amalgamate and form a joint board. In the 
opinion of the writer some such provision is necessary. 


20. With reference to the controlling agencies of self-government 
. boards, the same paper remarks that the law 
Controlling agencies of self-govern- shoynjd be definite as to the number of 
oenaas members of the central board. It is desi-- 
able that the number of non-official members of the board should be 
increased. Again, the power over union committees and local boards with 
which the Local Self-Government Bill has armed the Magistrate is objection- 
able. Sections 153 and 159 of the Bill should be omitted, inasmuch as the 
| provisions they contain have already been made in several sections of 
Chapters X, XI, and XII of the Criminal Procedure Code. The writer 
trusts that the Select Committee will take exception to these two sections. 


21. The Sdarsudhdnidht, of the 19th March, asks Government to 

Mr. Ibert’s Bill pass the Criminal Procedure Code Amend- 

: ! ment fill without «| further delay, 
§ 


inasmuch as a majority of the members «f the Indian Legislative Council 
recommend the principle of the Bill. 


22. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 20th March, contains some general 

remarks on the speeches recently delivered 

Mr. Ilbert’s Bill. in the Indian Legislative Council on Mr. Ilbert’s 

| Bill. After sympathising with the speakers 

in favour of the Bill, the writer passes on to the speeches of the oppositionists. 

He combats the arguments of Messrs. Thomas, Evans, Miller, and of 

Rajah Siva Prasad. The writer concludes with some general remarks on the 
disposition of the Lieutenant-Governor whom he blames for timidity. 


¢3. ‘The same paper, in an article headed “ Lord Ripon,” congratulates 
India on her possession of a ruler who is so 


impartial, so sound a statesman, so firm and 
so friendly to the interests of the people as 


Lord Ripon in t BoB ass 
See ipon in the Indian Legislative 


Lord Ripon. 


*4. The Sekachar, of the 21st March, contains the following remarks 
regarding the speeches delivered in the Legic= 
lative Council on Mr. Ilbert’s Bill: —To begin 

with the speech of Mr. Thomas. The sum 


hay ig Procedure Code Amend.- 


and substance of his arguments may be given in the following proposition :—_ 


: e Luropeans do not like it ; therefore it must not be done.” But then he 
col ti a native Madras paper. However, the eponsat which this 
*JoUurtnalist relies upon, namely the inability of native Deputy Magistrates 
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to understand the theatrical phraseology of Englishmen in cases when, 
thorough understanding of it is essential to arrive at a proper decision, outs 
both ways. The same objection might be raised against the trial of natives 
by European Magistrates who are wholly ignorant of the peculiar manner 
and customs of the natives. fir Stuart Bayley, though he approved of 
the Bill, yet seemed anxious lest the interests of the indigo-planters of Behar 
should suffer. That General Wilson should condemn the Bill is what migh 
be expected from a pupil of Lord Lytton. Mr. Thompson, the Lieutenant. 
Governor, though he probably has no indigo factory of his own, is yet related 
to the indigo-planters. Over and above this, he hates the natives of this count 
from the bottom of his heart. To this may be added his religious bigotry, 
which often interferes with a proper discharge of the duties of a States. 
man. Rajah Siva Prasad has perhaps no equal. He is a remarkably lucky 
man, and has risen from the position of a common Guru Mahasaya to beg 
member of the Indian Legislative Council. 

25. The same paper is informed that the Education Commission has 


Wks tieeaiitiiis Wiiiibial arrived at the conclusion that the creation of 
pune aeons village schools by Government has proved detri- 
mental to the interests of the indigenous primary schools. Now, it is 
known to everybody, who, like the Editor possesses correct information on these 
matters, that in reality Government has not expended much for the improve. 
ment of village schools. The editor is unable to see how, by reducing this 
already trifling expenditure, could Government hope to improve the villa 
schools. If it be the final decision of Government not to interfere with 
the native pathshalas, then there was certainly no need for so much noise 


and discussion. The truth is that without expenditure mass education will 
not succeed. : 


26. A correspondent of the same paper remarks that the extension 


és of the Puri Lodging-house Act to Gya has 
rT been the cause of serious dissatisfaction among 
the poor inhabitants of Gya, and the pilgrims who visit the place. The 


burden of the tax levied under the Act really falls on the pilgrims, many 
of whom are prevented from visiting the place by the consideration that they 
shall have to pay the tax. Those who say that this tax has been imposed for 
the purpose of improving the lodging-houses of pilgrims may be told that 
nothing has as yet been done in this direction. Again, there is no need of 
levying a fresh tax for the above purpose, seeing that these lodging-houses of 
pilgrims have already been taxed by the municipality for the improvement of 
general health. Government by levying the tax hasin a manner interfered 

with the religion of the Hindoo. 
27. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 10th March, says:—We must sa 
ae that the unity and perseverance of the 
Native Magistrate, * ~"Y English are praiseworthy. The proposal to 
ise vest certain Native Magistrates with Jur 
diction over Europeans has caused Englishmen throughout India to 
commence an agitation such as has not been witnessed for a long time 12 
this country. The English are free and elevated, while the people of India 
are a conquered race. To be judged and punished by the conquered would 
detract from their glory ; hence the English are making great efforts to oppo 
the Government proposal and preserve their rights. The Trades’ Association 
commenced this agitation which has spread throughout Calcutta, and to every 
part of India where the English are found. A meeting was held in the 
Calcutta Town Hall on the 28th ultimo, when more than 3,000 English and 
other foreigners were present, Referring to Mr. Branson’s speed 
and the charges made against natives, the writer says:—It is ple—l0é 
Branson has seen his error, and has since, in the new 


papers, confessed his fault and asked forgiveness. The breach of goo 
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relations, however, he has caused between the two races cannot be quickly 


healed. From the proceedings of this meeting it is evident that Hoglish- 
men hate the natives at heart, otherwise the meeting would not time after 
time have encouraged Mr. Branson by the clapping of hands and cheers, 
when he was abusing the natives. It remains to be seen what view the 
English papers will take of this speech. We believe they will display their 
greatness by despising it. 
98. The same paper, referring to the circular on settlement rules 
en ublished by the Board of Revenue in January 
ccpeuupatecaameaan sa ast, says:—The perusal of these rules has 
given us great pleasure. We are of opinion that the remedy for khas mehal 
oppression, and the Khoordah settlement injustice, alluded to in the Annual 
Administration Report of Bengal by the Lieutenant-Governor, has been 
supplied in these rules. rom these it is obvious that no ryot can have his 
rent increased more than twofold, and even that can only be done gradually. 
That this will be a great boon to the ryots none can doubt. The question 
is, will this decision apply to the Khoordah and Cuttack kbas mehals. We 
earnestly hope that the local authorities will so revise the existing settlement 
as to make it accord with the above rules; and thus as much relief as 
possible may be brought to the ryots. in truth, there is no reason why they 
should not enjoy the benefits of these new rules. In the Cuttack khas 
mehals only sudder ryots will be benefited. For the wunder-tenants a 
different arrangement is necessary. It is our prayer that all subordinate 
officers of the Lieutenant-Governor may carry out these rules in the spirit 
in which they have been framed. 
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